


Criminal Justice

Criminal Justice is a huge, complex & multifaceted 

subject.

• We don’t have time to talk about all the enormous 

issues of  our day:

a.  Use of  Force

b.  Racial justice, racial disparity 

c.  Addiction

d.  Mental illness

e.  Lack of  Citizen Oversight of  Law Enforcement



Criminal Justice

• No one has all the answers in this field.

• No one sees all aspects of  how criminal 

justice functions.



Criminal Justice

More than 1 million women are behind bars or 

under the control of  the criminal justice system in 

the USA.

• Women are the fastest growing segment of  

the incarcerated population.

• No, women aren’t becoming more criminal 

(men aren’t either).



Criminal Justice

People are incarcerated because of  changes in 

crime policy and what we regard as criminal 

behavior. 

• The rate of  incarceration for violent crimes 

continues to decline but property offenses and 

nonviolent drug offenses have increased.



Criminal Justice

Be skeptical about criminal justice data - it is 

incomplete.

 In 2022, only 31 out of  881 law enforcement 

agencies in California provided use of  force 

data.

 In 2021, the FBI estimated that the crime data 

they posted was from 15 out of  740 law 

enforcement agencies.



Sources:  https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/pie2023women.html













Criminal Justice

USA has highest rate of  incarceration in the world:

• 127 women per 100,000

Canada incarcerates about:

• 11 women per 100,000



Criminal Justice

USA has 4% of  world’s female 

population but,

• Of all the incarcerated women in 

the world—

• 30% of  them are incarcerated in 

the United States.

Source: Prison Policy Initiative



Characteristics of  female offenders

Are there typical characteristics of  female offenders?

• No.

There is no clear definition of  what a female offender 

looks like or how she might act but,

• There are 3 fairly common factors often shared by 

women offenders:



Characteristics of  female offenders

1.   Victimization - starting in childhood.  

• 70%-suffer serious violence in young years.  

• 60% - report sexual abuse.  

• 92% of  all women in prisons report having 

been battered and abused. 



Characteristics of  female offenders

2.   Lack of  ‘human capital:’

• Lack of  life skills - capacity and basic 

knowledge.

• Lack of  training and experience. 

• Simply makes life harder & has a domino 

effect.

• May even contribute to criminal behavior. 



Characteristics of  female offenders

3.   Poverty stricken background:  

• Many offenders live in poverty. 

• Poverty often leads to repeat offenses.

• Poverty doesn’t end when a person is released 

from jail or prison - it is only amplified.

• Impoverished people can’t pay bail, fines or 

fees.

• Criminal debt cripples families.



Children

What about the children?

• 2/3’s of  female state prisoners are mothers of  a 

minor child.

• 1.5 million children have a parent in prison.

• More than 8.3 million children have a parent under 

correctional supervision.

Source:  Fair Punishment Team 2022


